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Dear friends, 

It is hard to believe another school year
has come and gone! I hope this note
finds all of you enjoying a fabulous start
to summer. 

For some recent updates and a look
back on the year, please read my
summer newsletter (pasted below -some of you may have also received a copy by
now in the mail). 

Also in this email, after the summer newsletter, you will find additional information,
including the following: the TDSB's Summer Guide, Mental Health & Well-Being
Resources, Grand Finale information of the Tour de Thorncliffe fundraiser, the
TDSB Backpack & School Supplies Drive fundraiser, and Back-to-School
information (such as the calendar of important dates and student transportion
information). 

And with that, I wish you all a safe, relaxing and fun-filled summer break!
~ Rachel

Rachel Chernos Lin, TDSB Chair and Trustee, Ward 11, Don Valley West
Rachel.ChernosLin@tdsb.on.ca

mailto:Rachel.ChernosLin@tdsb.on.ca
https://d31hzlhk6di2h5.cloudfront.net/20240708/9e/9e/23/16/3ec7925ed0365292b3b41836/June_2024_Ward_11_-TrusteeRachelChernosLin_NewsletterElectronicVersionFINAL.pdf
mailto:Rachel.ChernosLin@tdsb.on.ca


Index
Celebrating Good News
Including: 
- LINC-Overlea Community Services Unit Hosts First-Ever Open House, 
- the 2024 TDSB Excellence Awards Winners, and 
- two TDSB winners of the Prime Minister's Teaching Excellence Awards

https://d31hzlhk6di2h5.cloudfront.net/20240708/9e/9e/23/16/3ec7925ed0365292b3b41836/June_2024_Ward_11_-TrusteeRachelChernosLin_NewsletterElectronicVersionFINAL.pdf
https://d31hzlhk6di2h5.cloudfront.net/20240708/9e/9e/23/16/3ec7925ed0365292b3b41836/June_2024_Ward_11_-TrusteeRachelChernosLin_NewsletterElectronicVersionFINAL.pdf
https://d31hzlhk6di2h5.cloudfront.net/20240708/9e/9e/23/16/3ec7925ed0365292b3b41836/June_2024_Ward_11_-TrusteeRachelChernosLin_NewsletterElectronicVersionFINAL.pdf
https://d31hzlhk6di2h5.cloudfront.net/20240708/9e/9e/23/16/3ec7925ed0365292b3b41836/June_2024_Ward_11_-TrusteeRachelChernosLin_NewsletterElectronicVersionFINAL.pdf


2024 Tour de Thorncliffe TO (Toronto) Bike-a-Thon
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- First day of School: Tuesday, September 3

Steps to Address Your Questions and Concerns
Connect with your school(s) and the board

Celebrating Good News

I encourage you to read about some of the recent events, initiatives, and great things

happening across the Toronto District School Board, including:

LINC-Overlea Community Services Unit Hosts First-Ever Open House

TDSB Excellence Awards Winners 2024

- Combatting Hate and Racism

- Delivering Operational Excellence

- Driving Innovation

- Enhancing Well-Being and Belonging

- Student Achievement and Engagement

Prime Minister's Awards for Teaching Excellence and Teaching Excellence in STEM

TDSB’s 2024 Innovation Challenge

2024 Tour de Thorncliffe TO
(Toronto) Bike-a-Thon

I was happy to attend a 2024 Tour de Thorncliffe

Bike-a-Thon event last weekend.

Please consider attending de Grand Finale event

this Saturday, all in support of Thorncliffe Park Autism Support Network 2024 Inclusive

Summer Camps!

Date: Saturday, July 13

https://raceroster.com/events/2024/89657/2024-tour-de-thorncliffe-to-toronto-bike-a-thon-fundraising
https://editor.e2ma.net/app2/campaigns/create/225199664/#ConcernProtocol
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https://www.tdsb.on.ca/home/ctl/Details/mid/43823/itemid/322
https://www.tdsb.on.ca/About-Us/Excellence
https://www.tdsb.on.ca/home/ctl/Details/mid/43823/itemid/320
https://www.tdsb.on.ca/home/ctl/Details/mid/43823/itemId/313/20240422161301


Time: 10 am - 12 pm

Venue: Parking spot between East York Town centre mall and Fraser Mustard Early

Learning, 82 Thorncliffe Park Dr, East York, ON M4H 1K3

Program: 

10 am - 10.20 am - breakfast with TPASN, meet your beneficiaries from inclusive

camps and see their accomplishments

10.20 am - Welcome speech, John Paul Clemente, a youth Autism self-advocate

10.25 am - Partners feedback: Women's Cycling Network, Cycle Toronto

10.35 am - Celebratory part, politicians will announce the names of top fundraisers

and collaborators, Cake cutting ceremony

10.45 am -11.00 am - Community Final Lap

11 am - 12 pm - raffle draw and entertaining

Check out the Fundraising Page, and help get TPASN over the top raising more than

$20,000!

Backpack and School
Supplies Drive

This year’s Backpacks & School Supplies Drive will

run from March 1, 2024 to the end of September 2024. Individual donors and companies

can help our students by making a monetary donation and/or a donation of new backpacks

and school supplies. Tax receipts are available for these donations.100% of all proceeds

and in-kind donations go to benefit our students. 

Please note: Due to potential health & safety, hygiene, sorting and storage limitations, the

TDSB can only accept new items. 

For more information about how to donate new items, please contact the Business

Development department at BusinessDevelopment@tdsb.on.ca.

Read More

Summer Well-Being Guide

The 2024 Summer Well-being Guide is now

available!

https://www.tdsb.on.ca/About-Us/Partnership-Opportunities/Business-Development/Backpack-and-School-Supplies-Drive
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The guide has resources, community connections, events, and ideas for students and

parents/guardians/caregivers to promote mental and physical wellness during the summer

months. The resources are culturally responsive and include many for students with

disabilities/special education needs.

The Guide has been translated into the top 23 TDSB languages spoken and is accessible.

(More) Mental Health Resources to Support
Students and Families

I encourage you to look at a variety of helpful resources available from School Mental

Health Ontario.

Read about Tips For Managing Test and Exam Stress, Mental Health Activities for Home,

and a series of supports related to navigating the transition from secondary school:

Parent/Caregiver Handout, Student Balanced Thought Journal, and Personal Stress

Management Plan.

2024-25 Student
Transportation

The Toronto Student Transportation

Group will once again implement a

phased-in start for the new school

year.

Starting Tuesday, September 3, transportation will begin for students with special

education needs (excluding those in the gifted program) who travel to school on minibuses,

minivans, taxis and wheelchair-accessible vehicles.

Bussing for all other eligible students will begin on Monday, September 9, pending driver

availability.

Parents/guardians/caregivers with children who take the bus to school are encouraged to

sign up for the Student Transportation Parent Portal to access important information and

updates. 

Note: You must register for the portal with the email address on file at your child’s school.

Contact support@torontoschoolbus.org for any issues with the registration process.

https://www.torontoschoolbus.org/
https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Elementary-School/Supporting-You/Mental-Health-and-Well-Being-Professional-Support-Staff-PSS/Well-Being-Guide
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https://smho-smso.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Student_MHLIT-expansion-pack-2-transitions-personal-stress-management-plan.pdf
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School Year Calendar 2024-
2025

Mark your calendars! The first day of school for

the 2024-2025 School Year is Tuesday,

September 3, 2024.

The School Year Calendar for the upcoming year is available now

Elementary Calendar

Secondary Calendar - Semestered

https://www.tdsb.on.ca/About-Us/School-Year-Calendar
https://www.tdsb.on.ca/About-Us/School-Year-Calendar
https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Portals/0/aboutus/docs/Elementary%202024-25%20School%20Year%20Calendar.pdf
https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Portals/0/docs/Secondary%20Semestered%202024-2025%20School%20year-calendar.pdf
https://www.tdsb.on.ca/About-Us/School-Year-Calendar


Share this email:

Steps to Address Your Questions and Concerns 

Here at the TDSB, we are always open to hearing your questions and concerns and make

every effort to address them as quickly as possible. Your child's classroom teacher is the

first point of contact, followed by the school's principal, the school superintendent, and me,

your Trustee! 

Read on the website for more information

Stay Connected with your school and the board
Upcoming Meetings

The next Regular Board Meeting will be held on Wednesday, August 28, 2024. For a list of

upcoming meetings, including many about the Budget, please click on the meeting

schedule and/or the calendar on the main webpage of www.tdsb.on.ca. Board and

Committee Meetings can be watched online. 

Follow the TDSB

Join the conversations happening on TDSB's social media communities. You'll find the most

up-to-date information about us on our Twitter (@TDSB), Facebook (@toronto.dsb),

Instagram (@Torontodsb), and Threads (@Torontodsb) accounts

If you notice anything at a school that concerns you, please call the TDSB
24-hour Call Centre (416) 395-4620, Toronto Police Services Dispatch (non-
emergencies via  416-808-2222), and/or Toronto 311. 

If you or a family member is in crisis, please contact Kids Help Phone: 1-800-
668-6868 or get support right now by texting CONNECT to 686868.

https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Contact-Us/Steps-to-Address-Questions-Concerns
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