[image: ]
Social Studies –Grade 4

[bookmark: _GoBack]Week One

Day One:
Land Acknowledgement 
We acknowledge we are hosted on the lands of the Mississaugas of the Anishinaabe, the Haudenosaunee Confederacy and the Wendat. We also recognize the enduring presence of all First Nations, Métis and the Inuit peoples. 

• After reading the land acknowledgment, think about all the things we get from the Land and Mother Earth. 
• Use a piece of paper to make a list of some of the things we receive from the Land and Mother Earth. Which ones are the most important to you? 
• Think about why they are the most important to you. How would you feel if you didn’t have those gifts anymore? Using your list of important gifts from the Land and Mother Earth, write a thank you letter or ‘love’ letter to Mother Earth using words and/or pictures. 
• Share your letter with someone in your family if you feel comfortable

Day Two:
Read Dr Duke Redbird’s Poem “Little Leaf”, How does he use his words to share how he feels connected to the land? How does it make you feel about the land? Nature? Animals? When you look outside what evidence of nature (animals and plants) do you see? How are you connected to the land? 
LITTLE LEAF 
Did I see a leaf fall from that tree? 
Little leaf, I do not know your name yet I have seen you fall. 
You did not fall like a stone from the sky 
You did not swoop like a great hawk 
You drifted and you sang a song 
Your song is in my heart. 
- Duke Redbird © 
As you look outside, write down some words about how you feel, and then use those words to write a short paragraph about how you feel about the land and the ways you’re connected to it. 
***”Little Leaf” was published in Poetry by Duke Redbird, 2020. With thanks and used with the permission of Dr. Duke Redbird. 

Day Three:
• Dish with One Spoon Wampum excerpt below.  
• The Dish with One Spoon Wampum was an agreement designed to create peaceful hunting conditions for Nations in close proximity to each other. 
• Many First Nation, Métis, and Inuit people have a shared way of knowing and being that involves using all parts of any animal caught or hunted, what do you think that means? How is that different from the way your family gets their food? Clothing? Tools? 
• Read Les Plan; pages 9-10 (see appendices) Citation: “The Inuit Seal Hunt” in LesPLan, Building Bridges, 2018/2019, issue 5, p.9-10 (Appendix A)
• Write down one, two or three new things you’ve learned about how different parts of the seal are used by the Inuit People. Share your new learning with someone in your family.

Dish With One Spoon 
Gakina Gidagwi’igoomin Anishinaabewiyang: We Are All Treaty People 
Understanding the spirit and intent of the Treaties matters to all of us by Karine Duhamel 

At the time the Treaties were signed, as now, First Nations did not consider land to be a static entity to be bought or sold. It could not be distributed, parcelled out, and held individually in the sense of ownership. 
Agreements negotiated among First Nations groups engaged these kinds of ideas long before agreements were made with Europeans. One example of this type of agreement is the Dish With One Spoon, a Treaty negotiated between the Anishinaabe and the Haudenosaunee. The dish represented territory the peoples shared in what is today southern Ontario, while the spoon represented the wealth of the land. The absence of a knife within this Treaty spoke to the need to maintain peace for the benefit of all. Importantly, all participants in the agreement had the responsibility to ensure that the dish would never be empty by taking care if the land and all of the living beings on it. The Creator and the laws were integral to the agreement. The Treaty was intended to last as long as the people lived on the earth.
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A reproduction of the Dish With One Spoon wampum belt. The dish and spoon image is constructed with authentic wampum from circa 1650, collected from Seneca territory in Western New York. Acrylic beads were used to complete the belt. 

Image courtesy of Richard Hamell, with permission from Ansley Jemison 
The Dish With One Spoon Treaty was recorded like many others — on a wampum belt, which could be read as a way to remember the agreements made by previous generations. Instead of specifying concrete or specific terms in a time limited way, these agreements established mutually beneficial and agreed-upon principles that were intended to last for many generations. 

Information for Citation: 
Gakina Gidagwi’igoomin Anishinaabewiyang: We Are All Treaty People 
Understanding the spirit and intent of the Treaties matters to all of us. 
Written by Karine Duhamel — Posted April 30, 2018 
Accessed on April 16, 2020 from; https://www.canadashistory.ca/explore/settlement-immigration/gakina-gidagwi-igoomin-anishinaabewiyang-we-are-all-treaty-people
Day Four: 
• There were many different Treaties made in what we now call Canada, including The Dish with One Spoon Wampum. Some Treaties were made between Animals and People, some were between different First Nations, others were between First Nations and Settler Governments. Those treaties were promises and agreements made between the two groups of people to share the land and its resources. 
• Look at the maps of Treaties within what we now call Canada (below), what do you notice? 
• What do you think the open (white spaces) on the map mean? 
• Those large pieces of land are called Unceded Land, what do you think that means? 
• Unceded Land is land that has never been covered by a treaty. Most of British Columbia is unceded territory. First Nations never agreed to share their ancestral lands through Treaties or any other agreements. 
The treaties were agreements or promises to share the land, do you think that has happened? 
• If you were in charge, what would you do about unceded land in Canada?

Source: Historic Treaties of Canada, rcaanc-cimac.gc.ca https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/DAM/DAM-CIRNAC-RCAANC/DAM-TAG/STAGING/texte-text/htoc_1100100032308 _eng.pdf  Accessed: September 21st, 2020 
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Source: Historic Treaties of Saskatchewan, teacher.plea.org https://teachers.plea.org/newsletter/2019/the-plea-treaties-and-the-law/30.1-05 Accessed September 21st, 2020 
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Day Five:
Given what you learned this week, write a letter that you would send to the Prime Minister. Consider what you may ask him questions about and what facts you may provide him with. Remember to organize your letter with an opening, supporting arguments and a summary.

Dear _________________

Paragraph One: Opening facts, questions and introduction to arguments
Paragraph Two: Arguments for one point you make
Paragraph Three: Arguments for a second point you make
Paragraph Four: Arguments for a third point you make
Paragraph Five: Wrap it up and summarize the letter

Thank you,
Your Name
Appendix A
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The Inuit Seal Hunt

Indigenous Chef Joseph Shawana
runs Kii-kiim Kitchen, a restaurant
in Toronto. Kii-kiim Kitchen
builds its menu around traditional
Indigenous ingredients. The
restaurant offers diners a
spectrum of Indigenous food.
Menuitems mixand match
elements from many cultures and
traditions. People come to eat
pemmican, venison, bison, elk,
and pine-needle sorbet.

“I'm using the restaurant as a
platform to showcase Indigenous
cuisine in Canada as awhole,”
says Chef Shawana.

That's why dinerswill also find
seal meat on the menu.

“It’s ourway to pay homage
to ournorthern brothers and
sisters,” Chef Shawana says.

The restaurant buys its seal meat
from SeaDNA. This company uses
“very sustainable” practices. It
follows strict federal regulations
and it ensuresits hunters are
properly trained.

Butin October 2017, an online
petitionwas started to demand
that Kii-kum Kitchen’s seal
dishes be taken off the menu.
The petition’s author called

the seal hunt “violent, horrific,
traumatizing and unnecessary.”
She said she disagreed with the
restaurant’s decision to serve

seal meat because the meat was
“sourced by the commercial hunt
and not the Indigenous hunt.”

Some 6300 people signed the
petition. One of these people

commented, “This is a barbaric
act that belongs in the shameful
areas [sic] in our history books.”

The petition and criticism, said
Inuit seal-hunt supporters,
showed that Canadians don’t
understand how and why Inuit
hunt seal. Italso showed a deep
lack of respect for Indigenous
culture.

Seal hunting as a way of life

Inuit in the Canadian Arctic,
Alaska, Greenland, and Russia
have been hunting seal for
millennia. Seal hunting is a social
activity and a tradition. Most
importantly, it provides a key
source of food, clothing, light, and
heat to Inuit families.

Seals are present in many Inuit
traditions, beliefs, and cultural

stories. The animals are very
important o the Inuit. So Inuit
hunters are truly respectful

of seals’ spirits. They hunt for
adult harp and ringed seals,
and use every part of the
animal. This shows the hunter’s
concern forsustainability. It
also communicates respect and
kindheartedness to the animal.

Inuit men are often the family’s
hunters. However, women hunt
too,if they are needed orwant
to. Sometimes children are also
allowed to participate.

Inuit hunters’ methods vary
depending on the season. Today,
some of the tradiitional methods
are being replaced by modern

hunting with firearms. However,

extremely violent and cruel

commercial: producing goods or services to sell
firearm: a portable gun, such as a rifle, pistol, or shotgun

pay homage: to honour

regulations: rules or orders issued by the government or a regulatory body

multiple 1000-year periods

spectrum: the whole range of ideas, qualities, situations, etc. that are possible
sustainable: capable of continuing for a long time without harming the environment
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a successful hunt stillrelies on
traditional knowledge of seal
behaviour.

In the spring and early summer,
the seals use their breathing holes
inthe seaice to climb up and out
of the water. While lying on the ice,
the seal will stay near ts breathing
hole. It uses it as an escape ifit
feelsin danger.

Today, hunters often use firearms
toshoot seals on the ice. But if
the hunter doesn't have a gun,
he stalks the seal by crawling on
the ice when t's sleeping. Once
aminute, the seal looks up to
ensure that it isstill safe. The
hunterwatches the seal’s neck.
Amuscle twitch there warns the
hunter that the seal isaboutto
raise its head for its scan. When
the hunter sees the twitch, he
stops moving, The seal mistakes

the hunter for a sleeping seal. In
this way, the hunter can get close
enough to kill the animal.

Atthe end of summer when the
ice melts, seals are hunted from
aboat. Hunters use a firearm to
shoot the seal from the water.

During early winter, its tradition
to hunt with a partner, One hunter
with a firearm waits on the ice
edge fora seal to swim by in open
water. After the seal is shot, its
thick layer of blubber keeps it
afloat. The second hunter then
approaches the seal by boat,
harpoons tin the head, and tows
itbacktoshore.

Inmid-winter, Inuit hunt for seal
through the animals’ breathing
holesin the ice. Each seal comes
up forair every twenty minutes
orso, and has multiple breathing

holes. The hunter will study the
shape ofa breathing hole to
determine how frequently the
hole is used and in what direction
the seal comes up for air, Hunters.
will squat next to the breathing
hole on a caribou-skin bag for
hours at atime, waiting to hearthe
seal coming up. The bag provides
insulation. Italso prevents the seal
from hearing any noises that may
scare itaway.

When a hunter hears the seal, he
strikes downward into the hole in
the direction determined earlier.
Heleaves his harpoon in the seal
while he breaks the ice with a
knife, Then, the hunter pulls on
the harpoon to drag the animal
out of the water.

Onawinterseal hunt, the hunter
‘commonly removes the liver from
the seal to eat itwhile it's warm.

Women, men, and childrenwork
togetherto process the seal’s
carcass.

When the hunters bring the seal
home, they lay it belly-up on a
piece of cardboard or tarp on the
kitchen floor, asif they were in an
igloo. Then they cut open the belly
usingan ul

First,the blood is collected fora
stew orfed to the dogs. Then all
the blubberis scraped and cut
away. The skin is washed in a tub
of waterand soap, then hung up
todry.

eal furand skin are waterproof,
S0 Inuit use these parts of the
animal to make parkas, boots, and

mittens. f the skin is being used
for clothing, the Inuit soften it by
chewing it or they stretch it using
bone or metal scrapers. It can take
around five or six days of chewing
skin for a parka, but softening the
skin allows it to be sewn.

Afterthe seal has been processed,
the extended family comes
togetherto feast on the animal.
Inthe Inuit culture it isvery
important to share food. Hunters
will often give away animals that
they hunted to other families that
may need it more than they do.

“We eat the liver, we eat the
meat raw or cooked and have a
meal together as a family,” says
‘Solomon Awa, an Inuk seal hunter

from Iqaluit. “There are parts of
the meat that only adults eat,
the intestines are more enjoyed
bychildren, so they are given to
children more.”

Seal meatis rich in iron, zinc, and
vitamins A, B, C, and D. Raw meat
and organs contain the most
nutrients.

Inuitalso use the seals’ oil. The
‘Canadian Arctic is mostly tundra,
sothere aren't many trees. For
‘cooking fires and lamps, Inuit
must either buy fuel, or use seal
oil. They also use the oil asa dip
fortheir foods. Seal ailis a source
of omega-3 fatty acids which help
maintain good health.

Definitions
ulu:an Inuit knife.

®
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