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Community Advisory Committees


[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Name of Committee:	Environmental Sustainability Community Advisory Committee (ESCAC)
Meeting Date:	May 7, 2024, 6:30 p.m.
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]A meeting of the Environment and Sustainability Community Advisory Committee convened on May 7, 2024 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. via Zoom Video Conferencing, with Trustee Manna Wong and Community Co-Chair Anne Keary presiding.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]Attendance via Zoom:
Anne Keary (Community Co-Chair), Manna Wong (Community Co-Chair), Minaz Asani (Parent), Phil Dawes (Community Member), Mieke Foster (Community Member), Michael Green (Seniors for Climate Action Now), Dennis Hastings (Trustee, Ward 1), Cole Lemette (Lion Electric), Dan Maclean (Trustee, Ward 2), Linda Naccarato (Community Member), Jiri Skopek (Beach Community Energy Co-op), Bob Spencer (Community Member). 

Also present: Maurice Buonastella (TDSB), Richard Christie (TDSB), Kristen Evers (TDSB), Nancy Gillis (TDSB), David Hawker-Budlovsky (TDSB), Kevin Hodgkinson (TSTG), Mary Kokinakis (TDSB), Pam Miller (TDSB), Gigi Shanks (TDSB), Jenn Vetter (TDSB).

Regrets: 
Hilary Inwood 

	ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	RECOMMENDATIONS / MOTIONS

	Call to Order / Quorum
	· Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m.
	

	Land Acknowledgment
	· The meeting began with a Land Acknowledgement
	

	Introductions
	· Co-Chairs Anne Keary and Manna Wong and Participants.
	

	Approval of April 2, 2024 minutes
	· Minutes approved, without comments.
	

	Schools as Resilience Centres 

	Jiri Skopek, Architect and Smart City Planner & Advisor (Beach Community Energy Co-op), presented the topic of adapting community schools as community resilience hubs (LINK to presentation).  
He honed in on successful resilience networks that have been created in the US through proactive organization and showed what’s possible when there is investment in energy resilience. The Powered Emergency Response Centers (PERCs) at Santa Rita Union School District in Salinas, California, for example, combines solar and storage to remain functional during power outages and provide the community access to critical power. 
Emphasis was placed on the expected worsening climate change threats to Toronto and more extreme weather expectations (anticipated power interruption and flooding).
Impactful energy conservation measures and sustainability measures such as storage and load shifting / peak electricity usage programs, e-school buses, solar arrays on school rooftops were all discussed within the context of a school board – and the potential to offset financial school budget constraints and provide an avenue to put more money back into classrooms. 
While Jiri pointed to schools as ideal locations for a hub, he also stressed the importance of community awareness and gaining support and public engagement as a paramount first step. Jiri directed those interested to learn more on this topic to watch LINK – SOLACE on Vimeo (School Organized Locally Assisted Community Emergency Management).  

Concern was raised about lack of government funding in Ontario and suggestion made for a push to attain government support for schools as resilience hubs. 

Interest expressed in bringing together a group to talk about resilience planning. 
Action: Please send an email to mary.kokinakis@tdsb.on.ca if you are interested in participating in: 
· The Resilience Planning Meeting happening virtually on Wednesday July 17, 2pm, and/or
· The virtual meeting introducing the planning framework for the TDSB’s 5 Year Energy Conservation and Demand Management Plan happening on Friday May 10, 11 am – 12pm.
	




	Electric School Buses


	Kevin Hodgkinson, General Manager, Toronto Student Transportation Group, provided an overview of the current school bus fleet and recent Request for Tender for electric buses. Kevin highlighted major challenges unique to the TSTG related to pricing and infrastructure. 

Cole Lemette, Sales Manager, Lion Electric a leading manufacturer of zero-emission vehicles, including all electric school buses presented next. He provided a general overview for: the school bus landscape in Ontario; why we are shifting towards EV (economic, health and environmental benefits); and he shared compelling statistics for the vast opportunity that exists to lower GHG emissions by focusing on the transportation sector, and particularly school buses. He provided a comprehensive long term costs savings analysis comparing electric vehicles to diesel, incorporating total cost of ownership information and extending to broader cost benefits savings to the healthcare system.  
Cole touched upon Canada’s 2030 Emission Reduction Plan and shared the impact of additional provincial funding, clean carbon credits and electrification policies – where available, these things are really changing the transportation landscape. He also pointed to Pollution Probe’s latest report recommendations LINK. 
	




	CAC Review 

	Kristen Evers informed the committee that ESCAC, along with several other community advisory committees, will be reviewed at the next Board Organization in Fall 2024.
As a reminder, Kristen recapped recommendations from ESCAC that went to Board in recent years; and reminded members of ESCAC’s mandate. As part of the upcoming CAC review, it was noted that annual reports will be submitted similar to prior years. 
Action: ESCAC members were asked to complete the ESCAC self- evaluation survey by May 31, 2024: 
https://forms.gle/91axh3rMC6UyqGgD9

	

	Member Updates/Announcements

	Positive feedback was shared from those that attended the EcoFair in Ward 20 on May 4. Interest expressed to see similar events in more parts of the city. 
Trustee Dennis Hastings shared a Stem Rendezvous event happening on May 11, 10am-2pm. LINK
Special thanks and retirement well wishes expressed to Pam Miller, Instructional Leader, Sustainability, TDSB.  
	

	Adjournment
	· Meeting ended at 8:08 p.m.
· Next meeting: Fall 2024 
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