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COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES 
							Committee Name: Environmental Sustainability Advisory Committee	
							Date: November 6, 2018
							Time: 6:30 p.m. 
Present: Jessie Sawyers (Community Co-Chair), Hilary Inwood (OISE); Allison Penner (Reimagine Agriculture), Erin Pan (SustainEd), Andrea Stevens (Parent), Brenda Simon (Earth Day Canada).
TDSB: Richard Christie (Sustainability); Esther Collier (Teacher); Priyan DeSilva (Office Administrator); Kristen Evers (Sustainability); Karen Kenn (Teacher); Serita Lawson (Sustainability); Jenn Vetter (Sustainability).
Regrets: Lindsay Bunce (Ontario EcoSchools); Sheila Carey-Meagher (Trustee Co-Chair); Paula Gallo (Evergreen); Sunday Harrison (Green Thumbs Growing Kids); Catherine Leighton (TRCA); Peyton Leung (Teacher); Lisa Milne (Parent); Linda Naccarato (Earth Day Canada); Kristen Schaffer (Community Co-Chair); Gigi Shanks (Teacher); Stefan Sommer (CUPE 4440).
Guests: Leila Barati (Earth Day Canada); Orlando Gomez (FoodShare).
Recorder: Kristen Evers (Sustainability)
	ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	RECOMMENDATION/MOTION

	Call to Order 
	6:36 p.m.
	

	Approval of Minutes
	
	

	
Play Policy Update – Nov 1st PSSC Meeting
	
ESAC’s Community Co-Chairs made a verbal presentation to the Board’s Programs and School Services Committee (PSSC) on November 1, stating that ESAC intends to return to the committee in the spring to make a play policy recommendation. 

The Co-Chairs received positive feedback from Trustees that were in attendance.

Earth Day Canada hosted the OPAL Symposium on November 2; approximately 150 representatives from the TDSB were in attendance.

Over the next several months, a document that will help to support this recommendation will continue to be developed. 

	

	Agriculture in regards to Climate Change 
Allison Penner
	Allison Penner from Reimagine Agriculture delivered a presentation on the impact of agriculture on climate change. 

Agriculture is a large source of global greenhouse gas emissions. 

With education, individuals can be better equipped to make decisions about the environmental impact of:
· Animal agriculture
· Food waste
· Local/organic food 

The 3% Project is an opportunity for Canadian youth to mobilize and take action on issues of environmental sustainability relevant to their school. 



	

	Burnhamthorpe Farming Project
Orlando Gomez
	Orlando Gomez, Urban Agriculture Manager with FoodShare, presented on the programs being delivered by FoodShare at TDSB sites.

FoodShare formed in 2012. Since that time, they have employed 175 youth, paid out $273,641 in youth wages and grown 100,588 lbs of food harvested from food gardens.

Currently, FoodShare delivers about 25 different programs on access to healthy food in the city.

FoodShare operates food gardens at Heydon Park SS, Eastdale CI, and Thistledown CI.

Through Focus on Youth, FoodShare offers students with an opportunity to acquire paid employment and earn 2 co-op credits. 

The TDSB recently approved a new two acre farm at Burnhamthorpe CI, planned to have 200 row beds.  The farm will grow storage crops, flowers, berries, grapes, apples, and pears.

The TDSB’s field renovation crew will be breaking ground soon.  



	

	
Other Business








	
SustainaEd

Erin Pan provided an update on the work of SustainEd.

SustainEd is a sustainability education focused not-for-profit that helps teachers facilitate sustainability projects.

Focused on real-life projects with an emphasis on engineering.

They are currently running a pilot project with Riverdale CI on lighting and will be doing a second pilot with Cummer Valley MS focusing on food. 

EcoSchools/OISE Conference:

Held on October 13, 2018.

A record number of people attended (approximately 300), with 32 workshops delivered by 18 presenters, focusing on the theme of ecojustice

Platinum school visits:
Several Platinum EcoSchools are opening up their doors after school to share best practices, highlight EcoSchools certification "look-fors", and set aside time for questions and discussion.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]TDSB staff can register on Key to Learn  for any of the following sessions:

Wednesday, December 5, 4:30 – 5:30 p.m., West Rouge JPS
Thursday, December 6, 4:30 – 5:30 p.m., Harbord CI

Questions? Contact Pam.Miller@tdsb.on.ca
 
	

	Next Meeting Date
	Tuesday, December 11, 2018 – 6 p.m.

Central Technical School, Room 208

	

	Adjournment 
	8:11 pm.
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Agriculture and 
Climate Change









Outline







Introduction to Agriculture (and its role in Climate Change)





Animal Agriculture





Food Waste





Local/ Organic Food





What can we do in our schools?



















Agriculture







Typical graph of global emissions by sector
We most often hear things relating to saving energy (turn off the lights, put on a sweater, etc) or about transportation (use public transportation, get a hybrid etc)

Why not agriculture?
It’s often assumed to be something we can’t change- we need to eat. But that’s not true
Many things- examples to follow
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Animal Agriculture







-this is having a bigger role in the media lately
-base reason why it is such a problem is because it requires so much more agriculture- it is very inefficient
-we have to grow the food for our food to eat
-1/3 of our non-ice land has livestock on it and that doesn’t include all the land needed to feed that livestock
-96% food waste beef
-fish 80% of species are fully or over exploited (40% of ocean waste is fish nets)
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-one article screen grab

-it’s getting worse- as countries adopt a more westernized diet, meat consumption is soaring
-most important thing we can do overall
-UN world’s most urgent issue



-single biggest way to reduce impact
-it’s scary because it’s such a big problem, but it’s also freeing
-it’s not expensive or unattainable (l=hybrid)
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Food Waste







About ¼ of food is left to waste
-however, not just at home consumption, all part of process- distribution, processing, food service, retail
-often with imperfect fruit/ vegetables
-restaurants, laws prevent redistribution
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Local food







-transportation much more limited impact than production
-missing supply chain (food miles)
-strawberries in Canada- lots of power, fertilizer, other inputs rather than growing them in a climate suited to them
-seasonal local food (climate change)
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Organic Food







-crop rotation and mulch tilling are more effective in theory
-organic can still use many pesticides and they can also be very harmful to the environment
-for example, they often need to use more fertilizer per acre which as more of the associated costs
-there is a lot of potential, but things like carbon sequestration are not required
-often more machinery used
-shown statistically that there is not a measured difference (often organic actually releases more gases)



-also food justice issues
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What can we do in our schools?







Educate!





Less meat in schools





Get Parents/Guardians on board





Green bins in schools





Build a connection to agriculture- local gardens, etc



















Recommended Resources

What if everyone ate Beans instead of Beef- The Atlantic

Avoiding meat and dairy is ‘single biggest way’ to reduce your impact on Earth- The Guardian

Tristram Stuart: The global food waste scandal

The Tricky Truth about Food Miles- Article

Organic farms don't have the tiny carbon footprint they like to tout. But they could- The Guardian
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Joint Labour/Management Environment Committee

June 13th, 2018

15 Oakburn Crescent

9 – 10:30 a.m.









Agenda

Introductions

City of Toronto: GHG reductions and Transform TO

Distribution of single-use plastic water bottles and straws

Review of previous JLMEC Minutes

JLMEC Sub-Committee Updates

Other business

Next meeting
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Toronto’s Climate Action Plan – TransformTO



City’s Low Carbon Goals & Energy Initiatives

June 13, 2018
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Forecast Extreme Weather Changes
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AGENDA





Toronto Climate Action Plan – TransformTO

Low Carbon Goals - City Leadership 

Community Engagement 





Forecast Extreme Weather Changes
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Global forces have local implications







Toronto is already experiencing extreme weather as a result of climate change… in order to mitigate these risks… we need to work together to reduce our emissions
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PHOTOGRAPHY BY DANIEL WILLIAMS

Toronto Island – May 2017





We’ve already started to see how our future may look like … 
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Where Toronto’s Emissions Come From











In Toronto, our emissions come from… 
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Business-As-Planned
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As a part of the TransformTO process we modelled our business as usual scenario… 



We included all currently approved and funded plans and programs:

Official Plan focus on vibrant neighborhoods in Complete Communities

Construction of approved and funded public transit infrastructure

Achievement of Long-Term Waste Management Strategy

A base rate of improved building energy efficiency



- If we stay on course … we are projected to be on track for our 2020 target
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Business-As-Planned Will Miss Toronto’s 2050 Target
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But …. “Bad news” we are projecting a 8.7 Million tonne gap between our BAP emissions in 2050 and Council’s adopted target. 



FYI Our 2007 unanimously adopted local GHG emission reduction target of 80% below 1990 levels in line with international cities like Vancouver and London UK
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THE GOOD NEWS: WE CAN CLOSE THE GAP
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TransformTO modelled a series of low carbon actions that can help us close the gap. If we follow this recommended low-carbon pathway, we can meet our goal. 



A number of key areas of opportunity that align with the major sources of GHG emissions in Toronto including:

Improved building energy efficiency

Electric Vehicles

Community Energy



FYI 

Up to 2/3rds of GHG reduction actions pay for themselves in energy savings by 2050

position the City of Toronto to tap into provincial and federal resources for climate mitigation and adaptation. 

create opportunities for private investment energy efficiency and electric vehicle sectors. 
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Short-TERM Strategies





The Short-Term Strategies adopted by Council in December fall into five categories… You can find out more about the short-term strategies by visiting our web page. 
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Building Energy Strategies





Leading by example





Neighbourhood mobilization





Sustainable transportation





Renewable & Community Energy Strategies
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65%

100%

30%

100%

75%

100%

95%

75%

long-term  low-Carbon goals





In order to meet our target .. The City of Toronto unanimously approved TransformTO and this list of long-term low-carbon goals…. 
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reduction in GHG emissions by 2030 as an interim target





of new buildings are near zero GHG emissions by 2030





of existing buildings are retrofitted by 2050





of energy use from renewable or low-carbon sources by 2050





of total floor space uses to low-carbon thermal energy by 2050





of transportation uses low or zero-carbon energy by 2050





of waste is diverted in all sectors by 2050





of trips under 5 km city-wide walked or biked by 2050
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As a part of our journey it was important to ensure that we approach climate action while still thinking of other benefits 



Through TransformTO we recommended a set of guiding principles for the implementation of climate action that supported alignment with other City priorities like poverty reduction and resilience building



We know from research, advice from our stakeholder advisory group that if designed with co-benefits in mind, climate actions can deliver jobs, affordability and improved public health

E.g. 327,000 person hours of employment modelled

Average household energy costs savings of 50%
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Low Carbon City Leadership
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15

75%

Low-Carbon City Leadership goals





Low-carbon city leadership goals

- Aligned with and accelerated version of the city-wide goals to demonstrate and build credibility for leading community-wide transformation.
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All new City-owned facilities to be near zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2026





Retrofit all City-owned buildings where technically feasible by 2040





24 MW of renewable energy capacity on City-owned property by 2020





Transition 45% of City-owned fleet to low-carbon vehicles by 2030





Achieve net zero waste at all City-owned facilities by 2030





Generate 1.5 Gigajoules of energy annually from biogas by 2030





Become a Canada Top 100 Employer – Greenest Employer by 2020



































Leadership in City Facilities

Both TDSB and City have ambitious rooftop solar PV programs

City is exploring solar carports, as well as battery storage

Conventional conservation measures (e.g. LED lighting retrofits) combined with natural gas reduction measures (e.g. geothermal) to meet business case requirements

Scale up by:

Integration of State of Good Repair capital maintenance program with energy program

Use of ESCOs 
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Waterfront Neighbourhood Centre/School

Pilot project at Waterfront Neighbourhood Centre/ School 

Consists of:

LED lighting retrofit 

Building Automation System upgrade 

Solar PV with backup battery storage 

Lake-based geothermal system 

Funding application for up to $1 Million with province’s Independent Electricity System Operator
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Community Engagement
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#TransformTO Together
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Engaging residents, community organizations and stakeholders in climate action 

2018: 

Program development & design;

Toronto Greenest Neighbourhoods pilots; 

Collaborating with partner organizations;

City-wide collective impact working group for climate action. 
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Discussion/Q&A









Robert.Maxwell@toronto.ca 

Tamara.Grossutti@toronto.ca 
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Full list of City programs: livegreentoronto.ca 
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June 6th, 2018: ESAC recommends to PSSC that the distribution of single-use plastic water bottles and straws be discontinued at the TDSB.

What are the operational implications of this recommendation?
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June 6th, 2018: ESAC recommends to PSSC that the distribution of single-use plastic water bottles and straws be discontinued at the TDSB.

1.    What are the operational implications of this                  recommendation?



2.    When should exemptions be considered?
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June 6th, 2018: ESAC recommends to PSSC that the distribution of single-use plastic water bottles and straws be discontinued at the TDSB.

1.    What are the operational implications of this recommendation?



2.    When should exemptions be considered?



Over the long-term, what other items could be eliminated?
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June 6th, 2018: ESAC recommends to PSSC that the distribution of single-use plastic water bottles and straws be discontinued at the TDSB.

1.    What are the operational implications of this recommendation?



2.    When should exemptions be considered?



3.    Over the long-term, what other items could be eliminated?



4.    Are there opportunities to make the implementation of this recommendation more impactful? 
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