
First Nations Junior and Senior School of Toronto
ADDRESS: 935 Dundas St E, Toronto, ON

M4M 1R4
PHONE NUMBER: (416) 393-0555
EMAIL ADDRESS: FirstNations@tdsb.on.ca
WEBSITE: http://schools.tdsb.on.ca/fnst
GRADE RANGE: JK to 8

Grade 9 Program
Highlights
• Compulsory courses
offered will include
Mathematics, English,
Science, Geographyand
Physical Education. • All
courses will be taught at
an academic level. • We
are introducing two new
courses: Native
Languages and
Expressing Aboriginal
Cultures (an arts-based
course). • To support
21st Century Learning
and the development of
global competencies, all
students will receive a
Google Chromebook to
support their learning.

Vision: To empower future leaders with a strong cultural identity to
be contributing members in a global society.

Our goal is to empower students with a strong cultural identity to
be tomorrow’s leaders in our global society. Pooshoo
Aninhshininiwag Ishkooniiwikamik Ohomaa Kitch-ootenaawan.
Originally called Wandering Spirit Survival School, it was founded
by Elders Pauline Shirt and Vern Harper in the 1970s.

Program Enhancements
• FNST Hockey Academy: This 8-week program is free of

charge and a full set of equipment is provided.
• McCarthy/Tetrault Mentoring program: In partnership with

McCarthy/Tetrault LLB, Grade 9s work with an adult mentor
in high school/university.

• Connected North: In partnership with CISCO and
TakingITGlobal, FNST students use two-way video and
collaboration technology to connect with students in
Northern communities.

• goIT:Grade 8s engage in STEM activities using the EV3
LEGO robot and a coding program. In partnership with
TATA Consultancy Services, goIT provides enhanced
curriculum and STEM career info.



More Information about First Nations Junior and Senior School of Toronto

Kindergarten at FNST
Our program is child-centered and culturally relevant. Children learn about the teachings and ways
of Indigenous peoples through play-based programs that include music, songs, games, stories and
dances of Anishinaabe culture. Registration Week is in the beginning of February. Contact us:
416.393.0230

Achieving Excellence through the Urban Indigenous
Along with the Aboriginal Education Centre (AEC), FNST is part of the Urban Indigenous Education
Centre, which is committed to closing the opportunity gap for Aboriginal students across the district.
Learn more about the Aboriginal Education Centre at www.tdsb.on.ca/aboriginaleducation

Supporting Aboriginal Voices Across the Curriculum
Students who attend FNST enjoy culturally-enriched programs that incorporate: • Native Second
Language programming • access to traditional ceremonies • traditional singing and drumming •
traditional dance and movement • community feasts

Parent and Community Involvement
The FNST School Council plays a vital role and is elected each year. It provides advice on behalf of
parents to the principal. The Aboriginal Community Advisory Committee is composed of First
Nations, Métis, Inuit Elders and community members, and is an important forum for parent and
community advocacy. Learn more at www.tdsb.on.ca/AboriginalAdvisoryCommittee.

Additional Features

For a list of all programs that are also offered visit http://www.tdsb.on.ca/Findyour/Schools.aspx?schno=5360&schoolId=1314

http://www.tdsb.on.ca/Findyour/Schools.aspx?schno=5360&schoolId=1314


Student Life - Where You Belong

Through the Nutrition Program the school offers daily a hot breakfast, morning and afternoon snack, and
a hot lunch free to all students. This program has many positive effects for our students; academically,
socially and emotionally. After breakfast, students bound into class full of positive energy, ready to
learn.  On a daily basis students are greeted warmly by the caring Nutrition Coordinator who not only
puts her heart into the role but also takes the time to listen to each student. The Coordinator regularly
goes above and beyond to build trust and positive relationships by supporting each child holistically.
Through the nutrition programme, students are being educated about healthy eating practices that are
building skills which will last a lifetime.  With healthy meals served daily, students are able to focus their
attention in class, show improved behaviour, and are better able to learn.  For students of grades seven
and eight, with written parent permission, they are allowed to leave school property for their lunch.

What Sets Us Apart

Most Fridays, and on special occassions, the school comes together in a "Big Circle" during the final
period of the afternoon to celebrate their community.  In the Big Circle, staff, students, and even parents
sing songs, play drums and shakers, tell stories, and hear teachings about the values that are important
to the school and to Aboriginal people.  Song is carried by our Sun Spirit Drummers, Little Thunder
Drum, and our Handdrummers.
 
Various extra-curricular programming is available to all students such as, hip hop and traditional hoop
dancing, beading club, Boys Club, talent show, leadership club and many athletic teams, clubs and
intra-murals.



Parent and Community Engagement

The Aboriginal Peacekeeper Unit of Metro Toronto Police Service provide safety presentations to various
classes of the school. Native child and Family Services of Toronto occasionally provide in-class
workshops or bring visiting elders to the school. They also co-lead the senior fieldtrip each year to
Grundy Lake Provincial Park. First Nations School is continually strengthening and encouraging more
parent involvement in school activities. Currently, the school has a School Advisory Council. The school
also has parent volunteers who assist in classrooms, run fundraising activities, help on field trips,
and volunteer in the school's cafeteria.
 

TDSB - Better Schools. Brighter Futures

Imagine a TDSB where all schools share a common core set of characteristics. They are
community-driven and focused on teaching and learning. Students and parents have a wide variety of
opportunities and there are enough students in every school to increase program choices.
 
Imagine there is a clear focus on achieving student success and every student is engaged, has a voice,
access to a caring adult and the opportunity to develop their full potential.
 
Here at the TDSB our focus is on student achievement, parent and community engagement and financial
stability.

Contact Information

SCHOOL NAME: First Nations Junior and Senior School of
Toronto

ADDRESS: 935 Dundas St E, Toronto, ON
M4M 1R4

TELEPHONE: (416) 393-0555
EMAIL: FirstNations@tdsb.on.ca

http://www.tdsb.on.ca/Findyour/Schools.aspx?schno=5360&schoolId=1314

http://www.tdsb.on.ca/Findyour/Schools.aspx?schno=5360&schoolId=1314

